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Main highlights

53 Artists12 Tours in
11 Countries

27,550
People laughed

and played
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23
Workshops

14
Non-performing
Team Members

153
Shows

Our supporters show their love for displaced children by raising funds, sharing
laughter, and championing the right to play for all children.



I value building
relationships with people

around the world because I
think it is the only way we
will achieve peace. [CWB

does] this and brings
laughter to children who are
hurting and a memory of a

wonderful moment.
 

Nancy C., Donor

Donor quote 3



Mission
 

Clowns Without Borders (CWB -
USA) offers joy and laughter to

relieve the suffering of all
persons, especially children,

who live in areas of crisis
including refugee camps,

conflict zones, and territories in
situations of emergency.
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Vision
 

We work in alignment with the
United Nations Declaration of
The Rights of the Child which

states that all children deserve
safety, self expression, and joy.
We strive for a world in which

this is true for all people.

Vision5



Inclusion
 

We believe clowning transcends
borders of race, religion,

nationality, cultural history, class,
gender, sexual orientation and

ability. We also find that
audiences benefit from seeing
clowns who share their national
identity, language, and cultural
history. To this end, we strive to
create performing teams that

reflect the diversity of our
audiences and our world.
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Our History

Clowns Without Borders was founded in Barcelona in July 1993
by Tortell Poltrona, a clown from Spain, who performed in a
refugee camp in Croatia. Moshe Cohen brought the vision of
Clowns Without Borders to the US in 1995 after working closely
with Tortell and witnessing the impact of clowns in zones of
crisis.

Over the past 27 years, our supporters have brought
laughter to hundreds of thousands of displaced people. In
that time, forced displacement has increased at an alarming
rate. In 1995, UNHCR recorded 41.1 million displaced people. In
2022, that number exceeded 100 million.

In spite of this, we at CWB continue to believe in the
transformative power of laughter to increase resilience and
build peace. Our History 7



For years, CWB artists volunteered their
time. In 2022, thanks to your commitment to
equity, the organization made a shift to pay
artists. This milestone achievement helps
ensure that as long as there is displacement,
CWB will have professional artists to offer
moments of laughter.

"Being provided with a stipend makes it so
much more possible to go on CWB tours,
and I am so grateful for it because it is some
of the work I am most passionate about.”
Molly Shannon, CWB Performing Artist

Milestone Moment

Our History 7



Celebrations
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Moshe Cohen, in
partnership with Rudi
Galindo and David
Lichtenstein, planted
the seeds for a now
thriving, and inspired
organization. 
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Holding us close to a vision of service, Moshe, as CWB USA
founder, helped build the stage from which our artists can
perform, engage, and play—wherever that stage is, whatever
shape it takes, and for whomever chooses to join the levity
that CWB shares. For decades, David “Leapin’ Louie”
Lichtenstein recruited artists for CWB and was the heart of our
artist network.

In 2022, Moshe Cohen and David Lichtenstein both stepped
down from their positions on the board. Under their
leadership, the organization completed 150 programs.

Moshe and David championed the rights of children by
creating an organization that focused on offering a moment of
laughter.

150 Tours

Celebrations

Decades of Service, cont.
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Program Spotlight : Kurdistan

CWB's work in Iraqi-Kurdistan is a new initiative,
created in collaboration with Terres Des
Hommes, Italia.

A teacher who welcomed us into her refugee
camp for Iranian-Kurdish families told us about
their will to someday return to their homeland
when it is safe for Kurdish women and children. 

After a performance in a refugee camp for
Iranian-Kurds, a parent said:

"Thank you for coming, this was a golden day
for our children.” Progam Spotlight 12



Progam Spotlight

Iraqi-Kurdistan

Farah, 12, was born in a refugee
camp in northern Iraq. Her family left
Iran two generations ago in search of
safety. The cost of her safety was and
is statelessness. Without citizenship,
she can never attend university or get
a passport.

When the clowns come, they bring
laughter and music. Farah sees the
children light up. She gets an idea. 

“When I grow up,
I want to be like
you. I will be a

clown too.”
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Progam Spotlight

Program Spotlight : Ecuador

CWB was thrilled to collaborate with the U.S.
Public Affairs Division, Quito to create a
performance about the Rights of the Child.

Ecuador had the worst death toll from COVID-19
out of any country in Latin America, and the
economic fallout from the pandemic has shaken
the country. Additionally, within Ecuador, there is
rising xenophobic violence toward Venezuelan
migrants and asylum seekers.

The goals of the program were to teach about the
rights of the child and create opportunities for
migrant and host communities to gather
peacefully. 14



Ecuador

Diego, 10, lives in Esmeraldas, Ecuador,
where many migrants and refugees from
Venezuela have settled.

He hears his parents complain that there are
not enough jobs, houses, or food for new
arrivals. Clashes are starting to become
violent.

When the clowns come to perform in the
village center, Diego wonders if he can go. 

Diego and his parents stand with his
neighbors — from Ecuador and Venezuela.
They all laugh together.

Progam Spotlight

 “Come, join
us,” a clown

says to Diego.
“Laughter is

for everyone.” 
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2021 2022

Partner Funding Events Indiv. Gifts Grants

$ 150,000 

$ 100,000 

$ 50,000 

$ 0 

2022 Expenses

Programs
73.3%

Operations
14.9%

Fundraising
11.9%

Income
Financials15

Note: These are unaudited financial reports. For
comprehensive financials, please contact the

office for our Tax Form 990

2022 Grants: $134,455
2022 Indiv. Gifts: $111,996
2022 Events: $7,530

Total: $258,981

Programs: $180,169
Operations: $35,660
Fundraising: $28,139

Total: $243,968



Miriam’s Magical Memorial Mission

Miriam’s Magical Memorial Mission

CWB is thrilled to receive grant support from Miriam's
Magical Memorial Mission. This fund honors the legacy
of Miriam Javitch, whose personal and business life
was dedicated to helping family, friends, colleagues,
and clients transform their lives and realize their
leadership potential. She looked for the light and
goodness in everyone and exemplified how to seek
laughter, joy, and gratitude in each day. 

Miriam’s Magical Memorial Mission nearly doubled
CWB's operating budget, allowing the organization to
pay artists.

17



Looking Ahead

2023 Priorities
Deepening our
impact by creating
opportunities for
artistic exchange
Focusing on
displacement in the
Americas

Joy Makers

A special thank you
to our monthly
donors. Your
commitment to play  
is extraordinary.

Join us!
If you understand the
value of a moment of
laughter, we invite you
to join us by signing up
for our newsletter.
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https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/LS3el27


Board and Staff

Board Members Staff

Clowns Without Borders
P.O. Box 1353
Bozeman, MT

59771
 

www.clownswithoutborders.org
info@clownswithoutborders.org

+1 302.729.3703

Marisol Rosa-Shapiro
Meredith Gordon
Michael Jakob

Amrita Dhaliwal
David Rosenthal
Eric Rubin
Erin Leigh Crites

Maggie Cunha,
Communications
Manager

Naomi Shafer,
Executive Director
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https://www.facebook.com/clownswithoutborders.usa
https://www.instagram.com/clownswithoutborders/
https://www.youtube.com/@clownswithoutbordersusa

